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Last
Chance
For a Slo
Dance
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“Coughing inside your coffin,
Like ax the bottom of the sea”

This is how Fugazi's song, Last Chance for a Slow
Dance, began, and that was the feeling we had at
the beginning of what was finally going to be the
last stage in the construction of Larrabetzu's little
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aterpe. Several years had passed before, those of
the toughest crisis, with different projects for
different use proposals, archaeological interven-
tions, some unexpected events and even a
contractor unable to carry out the intervention to a
successful conclusion. Before resuming the works,
the building had to be redesigned again, to leave it
the same it was at the beginning, but sclving the
problems generated in the disastrous first phase of
its construction. It was indeed the last chance for a
slow dance.

An aterpe in Basque language is a refuge, a
covered place or a shelter. In the Basque regions it
is used - indistinctly in Euskara or Spanish - to
define a covered open space, so necessary due to

the rainy climate of the country. Given the lack of
covered public spaces in the urban center of the
municipality, during the development of the first
draft for the refurbishment project of the Larrabet-
zu town hall building, the idea of replacing the
building attached to it, emerged. The building,
almost disused and of little architectural value,
would be transformed in a covered outdoor space
that could complement the public space that
surrounds the town hall. This place, which, as
herriko plaza - town square - is the most important
and central area in the urban fabric of the town,
and which therefore brings together many of the
social and recreational activities of the citizens, did
not have covered outdoor and open spaces. The
aterpe, even with its modest dimensions, aims to
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alleviate this lack, creating a space protected from
bad weather but at the same time open, ventilated,
bright and highly permeable, which also, due to its
volume and architecture, integrates silently into
Larrabetzu's urban plot.

The new covered public space is configured by
means of a structure that acts as an envelope for
the new volume, very similar to that of the previous-
ly existing building. From a similar perspective of
respect for pre-existence, the project aims to
recover the original physiognomy of the dividing
wall of the town hall building, as well as the integra-
tion of the external stairs and the annexed fountain
in the new building. Through its identification in the
collective memory of the people of Larrabetzu, this
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gesture contributes to the assimilation and quiet
integration of the new building, both physically, in
the well cared for and protected environment of
the old town; and temporarily, as another substrate
in the history of the place.

The structure of the outer covering that makes up
the space, made of laminated wood, consists of a
series of structural ribs that serve as an open and
ventilated envelope and support three slopping
roof planes. The structure is complemented by a
single large wooden pillar attached to the town hall
building that supports both the roof and a mezzani-
ne. The latter, a cross-laminated timber slab, by
means of a small portico at one end and a large
cantilevered concrete beam at the other.



